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SUBJECT:  TOKYO  MEDIA  REACTION  - TURKEY - I RAQ 


LEAD  STORIES:  Top  stories  on  Wednesday  morning  include 
a GOJ  panel  recommendation  to  increase  classroom  hours 
at  primary  and  middle  schools. 

"Concern  About  Instability  in  Middle  East"  The  top- 
circulation,  moderate  Yomiuri  editorialized  (10/31): 
"The  Turkish  military  plans  to  cross  the  country's 
border  with  Iraq  and  attack  Kurdish  Workers 1 Party 
(PKK)  rebels  based  there.  Restraint  is  required  from 
the  Turkish  government,  as  a new  armed  clash  would 
raise  the  risks  in  an  already-f luid  Middle  East....  The 
impact  of  a Turkish  attack  on  PKK  strongholds  in 
northern  Iraq  would  be  enormous.  The  recent  spike  in 
oil  prices  following  Ankara's  decision  to  take  a hard 
line  clearly  illustrates  the  potential  impact  of  a 
military  move  by  Turkey.  The  Kurdish  area  in  northern 
Iraq  is  the  only  part  of  that  country  with  stable 
public  order,  and  the  situation  in  Iraq  would  likely 
deteriorate  if  the  Turkish  Army  were  to  invade. 
Additionally,  what  would  be  the  reaction  from  Iran  and 
Syria,  which  have  restive  Kurdish  populations  of  their 
own?  The  situation  in  the  Middle  East  could  change 
rapidly  depending  on  what  Tehran  and  Damascus  do.... 

The  recent  adoption  by  the  US  House  of  Representatives 
of  a resolution  on  the  genocide  of  Armenians  has 
complicated  the  situation,  as  Turkey  has  toughened  its 
attitude  toward  the  US.  America's  'unilateral'  action 
together  with  Turkish  public  support  for  a 
cross-border  attack  on  the  PKK  and  growing 
anti-American  sentiment  in  Turkey  has  undermined  the 
Bush  administration's  diplomatic  efforts." 
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